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Talking to Children  
When There are  
Concerns for Abuse
Friday, April 22, 8 a.m. 

Learning Objectives:
1.  Discuss the importance of the medical history in cases of suspected maltreatment.
2. Indicate the difference between a medical history and a structured forensic interview.
3.  Outline and increase providers’ understanding of the Child Advocacy Center (CAC) 

model and the services provided by the Philadelphia Children’s Alliance (PCA).

Speakers:

Join Zoom Meeting       Meeting ID: 775-861-076      Password: 862640     Save this date to your calendar

Norrell Atkinson, MD, FAAP is Section Chief of the Child Protection Program at 
St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children in Philadelphia and an Assistant Professor 
of Pediatrics at Drexel University College of Medicine. Dr. Atkinson is board 
certified in Pediatrics and Child Abuse Pediatrics. She completed her medical 
degree at Howard University College of Medicine, her Pediatric Residency training 
at Children’s National Medical Center in Washington, DC and her subspecialty 
fellowship training in Child Abuse Pediatrics at Children’s Hospital of the King’s 
Daughter/Eastern Virginia School of Medicine. In addition to her clinical work, Dr. 
Atkinson also serves as the Educational Programming Chair for the AAP’s Council 
on Child Abuse and Neglect. She has an interest in resident/medical student 
education and training of child welfare workers on recognition of child abuse.
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Grand Rounds

TARGET AUDIENCE: Physicians, 
Advanced Practice Providers, 
Nursing, Fellows, Residents, 
Medical Students and other 
healthcare professionals.

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT: 
Tower Health is accredited by 
the Pennsylvania Medical Society 
to provide continuing medical 
education for physicians.

CREDIT DESIGNATION:  
Tower Health designates 
this live activity for a 
maximum of 1 AMA 
PRA Category 1 
Credit™. Physicians 
should claim only the 
credit commensurate 
with the extent of their 
participation in the 
activity.

NURSING CREDIT DESIGNATION: This program 
awards 1 contact hour. Tower Health is an approved 
provider of nursing continuing professional 
development by Pennsylvania State Nurses Association, 
an accredited approver by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.

CLAIMING CME CREDITS: Attendees MUST sign in 
with the six-digit activity code provided at the session 
using eeds within 24 hours of the conference start time 
and complete the online evaluation within 30 days at 
https://towerhealth.eeds.com

SERIES DISCLOSURES: The course director 
and members of the planning committee do not 
have any relevant financial relationships with 
any ineligible companies to disclose regarding 
today’s presentation. Faculty and all others who 
have ability to control the content of continuing 
education activities sponsored by Tower Health 
are expected to disclose to Tower Health all 
of their financial relationships with ineligible 
companies. Ineligible companies are those 
whose primary business is producing, marketing, 
selling, re-selling, or distributing healthcare 
products used by or on patients.

Colleen Getz has worked as a Forensic Interview Specialist 
at PCA for the past 11 years, conducting nearly 2,500 
forensic interviews of alleged victims of sexual abuse, severe 
physical abuse, and witnesses to violence. As the Manager 

of Forensic Services at PCA, she is responsible for the recruitment, training, and 
supervision of the Forensic Interview Specialists and the Custodian of Records. 
Colleen facilitates and participates in peer review of her own and others’ forensic 
interviews internally, regionally, and nationally. Colleen testifies in court regarding 
forensic interviews and ensures the use of state-of-the art methodologies in the 
forensic interview department. She has conducted trainings of social workers, 
attorneys, judges, mental health and medical professionals on the Children’s 
Advocacy Center model, engaging and interviewing child witnesses, and the 
dynamics of child sexual abuse.  Before coming to PCA in 2010, Colleen worked 
in Philadelphia’s child welfare system in foster/kinship care and adoptions. As 
Manager of Forensic Services she creates a safe space for children to be able to 
talk about their experiences. Colleen holds a Master’s Degree in Social Work and 
is licensed in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
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This presentation is not approved for the Act 31 
Suspected Child Abuse education license requirement. 
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